
Fulda Elementary 
DISTANCE LEARNING PLAN: 2020-2021 School Year 

 
Overview 

● Throughout the school year, Fulda Elementary may need to transition to a distance learning 
model in accordance with local and state guidance. 

● Depending on circumstances, it is possible that the whole elementary school will be in distance 
learning, or just some grade levels, or just some classrooms. 

● Depending on circumstances, it is possible that a staff development day (without students) will 
be utilized as a transition day for teachers to prepare for distance learning. 

 
Material Delivery Format 

● K-6 grades will utilize a combination of physical packets and online resources. 
● Teachers will communicate with parents/students to let them know how materials/instruction will 

be delivered for their grade level: 
○ Younger grades (K-3) will predominantly be packet-based delivery, but will utilize online 

resources where appropriate. 
○ Older grades (4-6) will predominantly be online-based delivery, but may have some 

physical materials that need to be delivered in a packet format. 
○ When the transition to distance learning happens, a “pick up day” will be decided upon 

and will be communicated to parents/students by the elementary office.  Individual 
classroom teachers will communicate with their students/parents to let them know if 
there are materials to be picked up for their individual classrooms. 

● In most cases, we are assuming that distance learning will be for shorter durations (e.g. 2 
weeks). If we have a sense of that ahead of time, we will try to set up one “pick up day” which 
will include all materials for the entire duration of distance learning.  If needed, we will set up an 
additional “pick up day” and communicate it with parents/students. Because we don’t know 
when (or for how long) distance learning will be, we are not able to set a particular day of the 
week that will always be the “pick up day”. If distance learning must continue for an extended 
period of time (e.g. more than 2-3 weeks), we will try to have a consistent pick up day schedule. 

● Teachers will communicate with students HOW they would like the finished assignments to be 
returned.  They will offer digital ways to collect student work, or they will request that work be 
returned to school when the distance learning period ends. If possible, teachers will try to plan it 
so that parents won’t need to drop off student work in the middle of the distance learning period.  

● Classroom teachers will provide students/parents with clear instructions as to what assignments 
are to be completed, when they should be completed, and how they should be returned. 
 

Instruction and Content Delivery 
When we are in the distance learning model, it is understood that a greater burden is placed on 

everyone involved: students, parents, teachers, support staff, and the community in general.  At the 
same time, we still aim to provide a quality educational experience for students.  With those things in 
mind, we will strive to accomplish the following: 

● Teachers will prioritize the subjects of reading, language arts, and math in order to focus time, 
material, and effort on those subjects. 

● Subjects such as science and social studies might not be explicitly addressed everyday. 
Instead, teachers will try to incorporate those subjects into the other core content areas as much 



as possible.  Depending on how long distance learning lasts, and what grade level the students 
are in, teachers may incorporate more lessons that are science and social studies specific. 

● By focusing on core subjects, teachers will be expected to provide more personal instruction to 
students (examples: more personalized video recordings of instruction, individual and small 
group video conference calls, phone calls with students, etc.) 

● Teachers will be available to communicate with students and parents via phone, email, video 
conferencing, etc. 

● PE, Music, Art, and Technology teachers will provide a list of suggested activities that fit their 
content area for each grade level during distance learning. These suggested activities will give 
students opportunities and experiences in these content areas. 

● It is important that there is a common model across grade levels so that students, parents, and 
teachers become familiar with the method of distance learning. With that in mind, Google 
Classroom will be the main platform for delivery of online instruction and communication for 
grades 4-6. K-3 will use Google Classroom to the degree that it is appropriate. 

● To the best of their ability, teachers will take time while students are in school to help them 
become familiar with the technology and processes that will be needed for distance learning so 
that students are comfortable when distance learning begins. 

● Teachers will collaborate with fellow grade-level teachers to ensure that all students in the same 
grade receive similar instruction and material. 

● Special Education, Title, and EL will coordinate their services with classroom teachers. 
● During distance learning we will provide our Special Education, English Learning Students and 

our students who are at risk of failing opportunities to come into our building for instructional 
support if it is determined to be necessary.  The number of students in our building at any one 
time will not exceed 5% of our student population and they and our staff will adhere to social 
distancing parameters. 

 
Technology 

Because of the nature of distance learning, online resources are important.  The degree to 
which online resources are utilized will vary by grade level.  The school does not have enough devices 
to provide one for every student K-6, so we are asking that anyone that can use their own device at 
home do so.  Any student or family that does not have Internet access or access to a workable device 
can contact the school to work out an arrangement to make sure they have access to the necessary 
resources. 

All students have a Google account through the school.  This gives them access to all of 
Google’s services including Google Classroom (an online “classroom” where teachers can post 
communication and assignments) and Gmail (students can send and receive emails with teachers). 
 
Communication and Attendance 

To the best of their ability, teachers will attempt to have direct communication (via phone, email, 
or video conference call) with every student (and/or parent of student), everyday. 

Attendance is required, and will be taken daily during the distance learning period. Classroom 
teachers will be in charge of taking daily attendance. Any form of communication with your child’s 
teacher (phone, email, video call, etc.) will count as attendance for the day. 
  
Lunch and Childcare  

During Distance Learning, contactless pick-up of meals will be available and we will implement 
a school-age care program for critical workers. More information will come at a later time. 


